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Trending

AI-powered search engines: The race is on
Ready, set, go! Well, except not everyone was at
the starting line.

Microsoft took off like a bullet with its surprise
press event, announcing that it would integrate
the large language model (LLM) ChatGPT-4,
created by OpenAI, into its Bing search engine
and Edge browser. Google, who had previously
dubbed the threat that ChatGPT poses ‘code
red,’ had to react fast. The next day, it
announced its conversational AI named Bard.
And this is only the first lap of the race.

What sets ChatGPT apart from previous other
language models?

OpenAI's decision to make ChatGPT available to
the public for free was a bold move, considering
the significant costs associated with
maintaining the model while handling millions
of questions from curious users – costs that
Open AI CEO Sam Altman himself called
‘eye-watering’. However, this decision proved to
be not only brave but also astute. By making
ChatGPT accessible to everyone, OpenAI ignited
a spark of curiosity and interest that captured
worldwide attention.

In reality, ChatGPT was not the first model to be
made available to the public for free. Meta's
Galactica attempted the same feat, suffered
from an infamous crash and was turned off
after only a few days. So how did ChatGPT
succeed when Galactica didn’t? The answer is
mainly related to how it was advertised and to
whom. Galactica was presented to the
academic community as an AI capable of
effortlessly writing scientific papers – a field

with a demanding and critical audience that is
easy to disappoint. On the other hand, ChatGPT
– and its limitations – was promoted publicly as
an open and accessible tool for everyone to
experiment with and enjoy. This approach,
combined with ChatGPT's performance, set it
apart from previous models and made it a game
changer in the world of AI.

The decision to make ChatGPT available to the
general public was not without its limitations.
Unlike open-sourced models, ChatGPT is only
available in a limited way, with interested
researchers unable to look ‘under the hood’ of
the model or adapt it to their specific needs.
This is a different approach than what OpenAI
did with its exceptional Whisper model, which
was commendable in its transparency. From a
business standpoint, OpenAI's decision to offer
ChatGPT to the public for free, despite the high
costs involved, proved to be the right one, as it
attracted attention and funds.

How other companies reacted

ChatGPT has stirred up unprecedented attention
and competition in the world of AI. The public's
tremendous interest in ChatGPT has prompted
significant players in the industry to react
swiftly. This type of competition is undoubtedly
exciting, but it can also result in losses.
Nevertheless, the strategies employed are quite
intriguing.

Microsoft did not hesitate to allocate US$10
billion toward the integration of ChatGPT to all
of its leading products, including Skype, Teams,
and Word. It did so rapidly and openly in
response to ChatGPT’s overwhelming public
interest and popularity, and set a precedent for
others to follow.

Google hastily announced it would integrate the
Bard model into Google Search, but failed its
first step when Bard made a factual error in its
launching demo. Google’s strategy resulted in
significant early losses for the company, as a
10% share price drop wiped off US$170 billion
from Google’s market value.

Despite the setback caused by the public
release and open-sourcing of the Galactica
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https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/21/technology/ai-chatgpt-google-search.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/21/technology/ai-chatgpt-google-search.html
https://blog.google/technology/ai/bard-google-ai-search-updates/
https://www.ciocoverage.com/openais-chatgpt-reportedly-costs-100000-a-day-to-run/#:~:text=OpenAI's%20ChatGPT%20Reportedly%20Costs%20%24100%2C000%20a%20Day%20to%20Run,-Share%20on%20twitter
https://analyticsindiamag.com/chatgpt-hits-one-million-users-burns-in-millions/
https://analyticsindiamag.com/chatgpt-hits-one-million-users-burns-in-millions/
https://twitter.com/ylecun/status/1592619400024428544?s=20
https://techcrunch.com/2022/09/21/openai-open-sources-whisper-a-multilingual-speech-recognition-system/?guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAGLMaKQ855jqjoFJ76U3NJ8g33tt8O3Juisn9Aivyge1iyz8mqc-Dk1yhD9RlyS5SrHohhzC5YRhduIS5gdldWxdFcknMmueuaiNhyOzWBMqqOeC9ZckkUXHWpBKthGsAANWVgjuuXfM3qXnbH8yWBHmodEEsPXNtRDiwDGoC8Ia&guccounter=2
https://www.forbes.com/sites/qai/2023/01/27/microsoft-confirms-its-10-billion-investment-into-chatgpt-changing-how-microsoft-competes-with-google-apple-and-other-tech-giants/#:~:text=Microsoft%20finally%20confirmed%20a%20new,%2410%20billion%20into%20the%20startup.
https://www.livemint.com/technology/tech-news/microsoft-integrates-ai-enabled-bing-chatbot-in-mobile-and-skype-11677196231860.html
https://techmonitor.ai/technology/ai-and-automation/microsoft-to-integrate-chatgpt-into-teams
https://www.geekwire.com/2023/microsoft-word-gets-chatgpt-integration-with-new-ghostwriter-third-party-add-in/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/chatgpt-sets-record-fastest-growing-user-base-analyst-note-2023-02-01/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/chatgpt-sets-record-fastest-growing-user-base-analyst-note-2023-02-01/
https://www.indmoney.com/articles/us-stocks/why-are-google-shares-falling-share-price-drop-a-good-buying-opportunity


Trending
model, Meta persists in its approach of
open-sourcing its state-of-the-art AI models.
With the recent open-sourcing of its largest
language model, called the LLaMa model, Meta
seems to be attempting to decrease user
reliance on the OpenAI GPT API by providing
access to new models. LLaMa is not the first
large-scale model to be open-sourced – BLOOM
and OPT have been available for some time. But
their application has been limited due to their
high hardware requirements. LLaMa is about
ten times smaller than these models, and can
run on a single GPU, potentially helping more
researchers access and study large language
models. At the same time, LLaMa achieves
similar results to GPT-3.

China’s tech giants haven’t been wasting time:
Baidu is planning to integrate its chatbot Ernie
(short for Enhanced Representation through
kNowledge IntEgration) into its search engine in
March and eventually into all Baidu operations.

Regulators’ response

Regulators in both the USA and China are taking
notice: OpenAI CEO Sam Altman has been
meeting with US lawmakers, who reportedly
pressed him on bias, the speed of changes in AI,
and AI’s potential uses.

In China, ChatGPT is not officially available, but
users have been able to access it through
workarounds. However, regulators have told key
Chinese tech companies not to integrate
ChatGPT into their services, over risks that the
software ‘could provide a helping hand to the US
government in its spread of disinformation and
its manipulation of global narratives for its own
geopolitical interests’. Chinese tech companies
will also have to report to regulators before they
roll out their own ChatGPT-like services.

Generative AI’s impact on our future

February developments in generative AI once
again brought forth the question: will AI take
over our jobs? Aside from the obvious, work
brings meaning and fulfilment to humans, which
is why fears of a new technology making human
labour redundant run wild with every new tech
hype.

Our colleagues from Diplo’s AI Lab, who have
also been using language models to develop
some pretty smart AI tools (we’re biased here),
think that AI won’t make most jobs redundant.
Some jobs have an intrinsically interhuman
nature, and AI will be hard-pressed to replace
those.

Yet, AI will make some jobs redundant, as has
also been the case with every new technology.

The good news is that AI tools will free up time
for workers by taking mundane tasks off their
lists. And while some jobs will disappear, new
ones will appear, as Microsoft CEO Satya
Nadella and Microsoft founder Bill Gates
already said. The question is: How do we ensure
that both current and future generations are
prepared to deal with current and similar
changes in the job market?

At Diplo, our AI and Data Lab is leading the
way in the development of Al technology,
which has the potential to transform the way
diplomacy is conducted. We’re also
discussing quite deeply AI’s impact on our
future through a series of webinars. We
discussed whether AI will take over
diplomatic reporting and what is the
(potential) role of AI in diplomatic
negotiations. We’re discussing how ChatGPT
can help us rethink education, and, as an
educational institution, we are also rethinking
our policy regarding the use of AI tools in the
framework of our courses and training
programmes.

Would you like to share your thoughts on
generative AI with us? Write to us at
digitalwatch@diplomacy.edu!
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https://ai.facebook.com/blog/large-language-model-llama-meta-ai/
https://ai.facebook.com/blog/large-language-model-llama-meta-ai/
https://the-decoder.com/metas-llama-language-model-shows-that-parameters-are-not-everything/
https://the-decoder.com/metas-llama-language-model-shows-that-parameters-are-not-everything/
https://apnews.com/article/technology-science-baidu-inc-china-artificial-intelligence-427838070f962108cabed1e553fc3d12
https://www.reuters.com/technology/chatgpts-popularity-explodes-us-lawmakers-take-an-interest-2023-02-13/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/chatgpts-popularity-explodes-us-lawmakers-take-an-interest-2023-02-13/
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/China-tech/China-tells-big-tech-companies-not-to-offer-ChatGPT-services
https://asia.nikkei.com/Business/China-tech/China-tells-big-tech-companies-not-to-offer-ChatGPT-services
https://www.diplomacy.edu/ai-and-data-tools/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/microsoft-announcement-artificial-intelligence-ceo-satya-nadella/
https://www.youtube.com/live/QuRX-2NQ0zQ?feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/live/QuRX-2NQ0zQ?feature=share
https://www.diplomacy.edu/event/what-role-can-ai-play-in-diplomatic-negotiation-webdebate-57/
https://www.diplomacy.edu/event/what-role-can-ai-play-in-diplomatic-negotiation-webdebate-57/
https://www.diplomacy.edu/event/what-role-can-ai-play-in-diplomatic-negotiation-webdebate-57/
https://www.diplomacy.edu/blog/how-can-chatgpt-help-us-rethink-education/
https://www.diplomacy.edu/blog/how-can-chatgpt-help-us-rethink-education/
https://www.diplomacy.edu/courses/studying-with-diplo/
https://www.diplomacy.edu/courses/studying-with-diplo/
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Digital policy developments that
made headlines

The digital policy landscape changes daily, so here are all the main developments from February.
We’ve decoded them into bite-sized authoritative updates. There’s more detail in each update on the
Digital Watch observatory.

Same relevance

Global digital governance architecture
As part of the Global Digital Compact development process, informal
consultations were held with stakeholders and UN member states.

Same relevance

Sustainable development
ITU's Facts and Figures: Focus on Least Developed Countries shows that the
digital divide between least developed countries (LDCs) and the rest of the
world has increased from 27% in 2011 to 30% in 2022.

China unveiled a new plan for building a digital China by 2035, aimed at placing
the country at the global forefront of digital development.

Increasing relevance

Security
The EU ministers are discussing an amended version of the draft Cyber
Resilience Act (CRA), a regulation on cybersecurity requirements for digital
products.

The US White House has published a National Cybersecurity Strategy, noting
that big companies should take more responsibility for insecure software
products and services.

The US White House asked federal agencies to remove TikTok from all
government-issued devices within 30 days due to security concerns. Similarly,
the EU Commission, Parliament, and Council banned the use of TikTok on staff
devices. TikTok has since announced 'Project Clover,' a new data security
strategy, through which European user data will be migrated to Ireland and
Norway.

Messaging app Signal announced it would stop providing services in the UK if
asked to undermine encryption under the upcoming Online Safety Bill.

Increasing relevance

Infrastructure
The European Commission launched a public consultation on the future of
connectivity, which is considered a prelude to plans that could require Big Tech
to pay their share of costs related to digital infrastructure. It also published a
proposal for a Gigabit Infrastructure Act.

SpaceX plans to limit the Ukrainian military from using its satellite internet
service to control drones.

NATO has set up a Critical Undersea Infrastructure Protection Cell to coordinate
engagement between military and industry stakeholders.
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https://www.un.org/techenvoy/global-digital-compact/intergovernmental-process
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/reports/statistics/facts-figures-for-ldc/
http://www.news.cn/politics/2023-02/27/c_1129401407.htm
http://english.www.gov.cn/policies/latestreleases/202302/28/content_WS63fd33a8c6d0a757729e752c.html
https://www.euractiv.com/section/cybersecurity/news/eu-council-reconsiders-critical-products-in-new-cybersecurity-law/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/cybersecurity/news/eu-council-reconsiders-critical-products-in-new-cybersecurity-law/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/National-Cybersecurity-Strategy-2023.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/M-23-13-No-TikTok-on-Government-Devices-Implementation-Guidance_final.pdf
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/02/28/tech/tiktok-eu-ban-intl-hnk/index.html
https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-eu/setting-a-new-standard-in-european-data-security-with-project-clover
https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-64584001
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/consultations/future-electronic-communications-sector-and-its-infrastructure
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/spacex-curbed-ukraines-use-starlink-internet-drones-company-president-2023-02-09/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_211919.htm
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Same relevance

E-commerce and the internet economy
PayPal has paused its stablecoin launch due to heightened regulatory scrutiny.

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) will examine
whether interconnected products and services offered by digital platforms
harm competition and consumers.

Increasing relevance

Digital rights
The European Data Protection Board (EDPB) adopted its opinion on the draft
adequacy decision for the EU-US Data Privacy Framework, expressing concerns
over the application of the newly introduced principles of necessity and
proportionality.

Canadian privacy regulators launched an investigation into TikTok’s collection,
use, and disclosure of personal information.

A report by Access Now listed India, Ukraine, and Iran with the highest number
of internet shutdowns occurring in 2022.

Same relevance

Increasing relevance

Increasing relevance

Content policy
The signatories to the 2022 Code of Practice on Disinformation, which includes
all major online platforms, have set up a Transparency Centre, which will
guarantee the transparency of their efforts to combat disinformation, and
released reports on their implementation of the code's commitments.

UNESCO’s Internet for Trust Conference discussed regulating digital platforms
to safeguard freedom of expression and access to information.

Jurisdiction and legal issues
China announced plans for a National Data Bureau, which will establish a data
system for the country and coordinate the utilisation of data resources.

Germany’s Federal Constitutional Court ruled that police use of automated data
analysis to prevent crime was unconstitutional.

The US Department of Justice asked a court to sanction Google over the
alleged destruction of evidence as part of an antitrust case.

The European Commission dropped its complaint against Apple’s in-app
purchase mechanism, which obliges music streaming app developers to use
the proprietary system if they want to distribute paid content on iOS devices,
but will continue investigating Apple’s anti-steering practice.

Technologies
Representatives of 59 countries issued a joint call to action on the responsible
development, deployment, and use of AI in the military domain.

The Council of Europe’s Committee on AI continued discussions on a
convention on AI and human rights and published a draft version of the text.

The Netherlands will restrict the export of the most advanced semiconductors
technology, including deep ultraviolet (DUV) lithography systems.
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https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-02-10/paypal-pauses-stablecoin-work-amid-regulatory-scrutiny-of-crypto
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/expanding-digital-platform-ecosystems-to-be-examined-by-accc
https://edpb.europa.eu/our-work-tools/our-documents/opinion-art-70/opinion-52023-european-commission-draft-implementing_en
https://edpb.europa.eu/our-work-tools/our-documents/opinion-art-70/opinion-52023-european-commission-draft-implementing_en
https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/opc-news/news-and-announcements/2023/an_230223/
https://www.priv.gc.ca/en/opc-news/news-and-announcements/2023/an_230223/
https://www.accessnow.org/cms/assets/uploads/2023/02/KeepItOn-2022-Report.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/mex_23_723
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/02/1133827
https://finance.sina.com.cn/tech/roll/2023-03-08/doc-imykcvzz0235486.shtml
https://www.bundesverfassungsgericht.de/SharedDocs/Pressemitteilungen/EN/2023/bvg23-018.html
https://www.theregister.com/2023/02/24/feds_google_antitrust_communication/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1217
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_1217
https://www.government.nl/ministries/ministry-of-foreign-affairs/documents/publications/2023/02/16/reaim-2023-call-to-action
https://dig.watch/processes/convention-on-ai-and-human-rights-council-of-europe-process#Status-of-negotiations
https://dig.watch/resource/convention-on-ai-draft-january-2023
https://www.reuters.com/technology/dutch-government-announce-plan-restrict-chip-technology-exports-sources-2023-03-08/


In focus
How are algorithms putting Section 230 to the

test?
It’s long been argued that the law in the USA
that protects social media platforms from
liability over content posted by users on these
platforms – the so-called Section 230 of the
Communications Decency Act – should be
narrowed down or downright abolished.

Section 230, which has been the object of so
many debates, is a nifty two-sentence rule
which states that: (a) platforms aren’t
publishers (hence, they aren’t liable for the
content users post, unlike publishers), (b) in
cases where platforms self-police third-party
content, they can’t be punished for other
harmful content they don’t remove.

Admittedly, this rule has allowed the internet to
flourish. Platforms were able to host a huge
amount of user content, unshackled from the
fear of liability. It also allowed content to be
posted instantaneously, without platforms
being required to review it before making it
public. Freedom of expression thrived.

But now, the age of algorithms is putting
Section 230 to the test. A few weeks ago, the
US Supreme Court began hearing arguments in
two cases, both initially decided by the Ninth
District, that could have implications for
Section 230.

Gonzales vs Google

In a lawsuit against Google, the family of an
American woman killed in an attack in Paris by
Islamist militants has been arguing that
Google’s algorithm recommended content from
the militant group to YouTube users. The family
is appealing the first judgement by arguing that
Section 230 doesn’t provide platforms
immunity when it comes to
algorithm-recommended content, as the
suggestions made by algorithms are not
third-party content but the company’s own.
Google’s argument, on the other hand, is that
Section 230 is not just about protecting
companies from third-party content but goes
as far as to state that platforms shouldn’t be
considered publishers.

Many companies and organisations have filed
court briefs in support of Google. Twitter, for

instance, is arguing that algorithms provide a
way of prioritising some content over others
(‘newer content over older content’), but is not
conveying any content of its own. Microsoft is
arguing that algorithms are so essential to daily
life that Section 230 shouldn’t be narrowed or
reinterpreted, as this would ‘wreak havoc on the
internet as we know it’.

Twitter vs Taamneh

The second case is an appeal filed by Twitter
after the Ninth Circuit set aside Section 230
and allowed the case to proceed. It then ruled
that Twitter and other platforms had not taken
adequate steps to prevent terrorist content
from appearing on the platform. The family of a
Jordanian man accused Twitter of failing to
police the platform after a 2017 attack led to
the man’s death along with 38 other victims.

The focus of this case is the antiterrorism law,
but since the appeal could overturn the lower
court’s judgement (which included a ruling on
Section 230), the appeal could also have
repercussions for Section 230.

What’s at stake?

Although both cases are connected, it’s the
Gonzales case which is likely to tackle the
question of algorithms: whether platforms can
be held liable for content promoted by their
algorithms.

There are several possible outcomes to both
lawsuits, which will be decided by the end of
June. The most drastic outcome is for the
court to remove the protections which Section
230 gives to platforms. But judging by what’s at
stake, this is quite unlikely.

A more realistic outcome is for the Supreme
Court to retain the current interpretation of
Section 230 or, at most, introduce a subtle
limitation. Then, it will be up to the legislative
branches to address the discontent aired by
policymakers in recent years.
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https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title47-section230&num=0&edition=prelim
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/gonzalez-v-google-llc/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-1333/252658/20230119140759469_21-1333%20bsac%20Twitter%20Amicus%20Brief.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-1333/252578/20230119093338723_Microsoft%20Section%20230%20Brief.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/21/21-1333/252578/20230119093338723_Microsoft%20Section%20230%20Brief.pdf
https://www.scotusblog.com/case-files/cases/twitter-inc-v-taamneh/


Geneva

Policy updates from International Geneva

Numerous policy discussions take place in Geneva every month. Here’s what happened in February.

OEWG on reducing space threats | 7 - 9 February

The third session of the Open-ended working
group (OEWG) on reducing space threats took
place at the UN Office in Geneva. The OEWG is
mandated, inter alia, to make recommendations
on possible norms, rules, and principles of
responsible behaviours relating to threats by
states to space systems. It was set up by UN

General Assembly Resolution 76/23 and
convened already twice: (a) from 9 to 13 March
2022, (b) then on 12 and 13 September 2023.
The OEWG is expected to meet again from 7 to
11 August 2023 and to submit a final report to
the 78th UN General Assembly in September
2023.

Existing challenges and solutions on combating counterfeiting of ICT devices | 15 February

The International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) organised a series of webinars on
Combating counterfeiting and stolen ICT
devices. In its first episode, panellists from

different stakeholder groups present issues
and challenges on the circulation of counterfeit
ICT devices. Particular attention was given to
possible solutions via standardisation.

Explore digital Geneva!

Need a guide through internet governance in Geneva? Our Geneva Digital Atlas, where you can find
details and contacts for the 46 most relevant digital policy actors, will be with you on your journey.
Keep an eye on our Instagram, Twitter, YouTube, Facebook or LinkedIn for weekly Geneva Digital
Tours videos where high-level names take you on a tour through their institutions. During March, we
feature organisations involved in standardisation and infrastructure. Our first guest is Doreen
Bogdan-Martin, Secretary-General of ITU!

7

https://meetings.unoda.org/open-ended-working-group-reducing-space-threats-2022
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N21/417/21/PDF/N2141721.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/webinars/cs-ict/20230215/Pages/default.aspx
https://dig.watch/atlas
https://www.instagram.com/diplofoundation/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/DiplomacyEdu?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/diplofoundation
https://www.facebook.com/DiploFoundation/
https://rs.linkedin.com/company/diplofoundation


The main digital policy events in March

11–16 Mar 2023, ICANN76 (Cancún, Mexico and online)

ICANN76 will offer opportunities for the ICANN community to address various issues concerning ICANN's
activity and domain name system (DNS) management. The ICANN76 Community Forum programme schedule
includes capacity development/training, cross-community interaction, policy development,
outreach/engagement, security/technical matters, and reporting/updates.

13–17 March, WSIS Forum 2023 (Geneva, Switzerland and online)

The theme of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) Forum 2023 is ‘WSIS Action Lines for
Building Back Better and Accelerating the Achievement of the SDGs’. The WSIS Forum is a global
multistakeholder platform for advancing sustainable development through the implementation of the WSIS
Action Lines. The forum facilitates information and knowledge sharing, knowledge creation, identifying
emerging trends and fostering partnerships with UN organisations and WSIS Action Line co-facilitators.

Diplo and the Geneva Internet Platform (GIP), with the support of Permanent Missions of Djibouti, Kenya, and
Namibia, are co-organising a session during the WSIS Forum to discuss Africa's digital diplomacy. The session
explores how Africa can enhance its participation in global digital governance, considering its growing digital
economies, start-up ecosystems, and dynamic digital transformation. It aims to identify digital policy priorities,
improve Africa's participation in global digital governance processes, and offer practical insights to strengthen
Africa's digital diplomacy in international processes related to cybersecurity, AI, data governance, and access
and infrastructure. Ultimately, the session will propose practical steps for developing African digital diplomacy.

27–31 March, CSTD 26th session (Geneva, Switzerland and online)

The Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) will hold its 26th session under the main
themes: Technology and innovation for cleaner and more productive and competitive production; Ensuring safe
water and sanitation for all: a solution by science, technology and innovation. The commission will focus on
analysing how science, technology, and innovation can serve as enablers of the 2030 Agenda, especially in
crucial areas like economic, environmental, and social development. The CSTD will also review the progress
made in the implementation of and follow up on the outcomes of the WSIS Forum on regional and international
levels; and hear presentations on ongoing science, technology, and innovation policy reviews.

29–30 March, WIPO Conversation on Intellectual Property and Frontier Technologies (Geneva,
Switzerland and online)

The seventh session of the World Intellectual Property Organization’s (WIPO) Conversation on Intellectual
Property and Frontier Technologies will concentrate on the intersection of IP and the metaverse, exploring the
frontier technologies that make it possible and examining the challenges they pose to the existing IP system.
The primary objective of the session is to provide a roadmap for addressing these challenges to ensure that
innovation and development continue to benefit everyone.

About this issue: Issue 77 of the Digital Watch newsletter, published on 9 March 2023 by the Geneva Internet Platform and
DiploFoundation
Contributors: Boris Begović, Stephanie Borg Psaila, Andrijana Gavrilović (Editor), Anja Đajić, Marco Lotti, Jovan Njegić, and
Sorina Teleanu.
Design: Diplo’s CreativeLab | Get in touch: digitalwatch@diplomacy.edu
On the cover: AI-powered search engines: The race is on Credit: Vladimir Veljasević DiploFoundation (2023)
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

The Geneva Internet Platform is an initiative of:
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https://dig.watch/event/icann76
https://dig.watch/event/wsis-forum-2023
https://dig.watch/event/cstd-26th-session
https://dig.watch/event/wipo-conversation-intellectual-property-and-the-metaverse

