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The Wuzhen Report, adopted after the 3rd WIC this month (16-18 November, Wuzhen), referred to five future 
trends in Internet governance, including: countries will agree on more international rules that respect sov-
ereignty, and multilateral and ‘multi-party’ participation will become the norm  Preparations for this year’s 
IGF are well under way, while the call for nominations for members of the 2017 Multistakeholder Advisory 
Group (MAG) has been launched.

The ITU’s Measuring the Information Society Report 2016  refers to the role of ICTs in monitoring the SDGs, 
and looks at the 6 of 230 indicators that are explicitly related to ICTs. Korea tops the global ICT Development 
Index (IDI) for a second straight year.

The Council of Europe marked the 15th anniversary of the Cybercrime Convention during the Octopus Con-
ference (16-18 November),  which recognised that attacks against critical infrastructure, fraud, hate speech, 
and terrorist activities are major threats. China has adopted a cybersecurity law to counter cyberthreats.  A 
secure communication line connecting the Kremlin and the White House was reportedly activated by the US 
government on 31 October.  The UK has approved its new National Cyber Security Strategy.  US experts 
have asked for governmental intervention to secure IoT, through regulations and public policy,  while US 
Congress members are in favour of industry best practices.

The UK Parliament has adopted the controversial Snoopers’ Charter,  which has been criticised as intrusive 
to privacy and described as disproportionate.  Turkey blocked access to social media websites due to civil 
unrest;  the country’s Prime Minister acknowledged that ‘from time to time for security reasons [they] can 
use such measures.’  The EU-US Privacy Shield was challenged a second time over its alleged inadequacy.  
Internet freedom declined for a sixth consecutive year, the Freedom of the Net report concluded.  New sta-
tistics revealed that almost half of US Internet users have experienced online harassment, abuse, or invasion 
of privacy.

Internet Governance BAROMETER (NOVEMBER 2016)(NOVEMBER 2016)
IG Barometer indicates the presence of specific IG issues in the public policy debate in comparison to the previous month

http://www.wuzhenwic.org/2016-11/18/c_61834.htm
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/announcement-from-mr-wu-hongbo-under-secretary-general-for-economic-and-social-affairs
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Documents/publications/misr2016/MISR2016-w4.pdf
https://eu.vocuspr.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d827%2f%3c%26JDG%3c%3b3%3d%2f71%3c%26SDG%3c%3a0%3c2&RE=MC&RI=5519782&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=17441&Action=Follow+Link
https://rm.coe.int/CoERMPublicCommonSearchServices/DisplayDCTMContent?documentId=09000016806be360
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-china-parliament-cyber-idUSKBN132049
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/in-our-new-cold-war-deterrence-should-come-before-detente/2016/11/15/051f4a84-ab79-11e6-8b45-f8e493f06fcd_story.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/567242/national_cyber_security_strategy_2016.pdf
http://spectrum.ieee.org/tech-talk/telecom/security/wanted-smart-public-policy-for-internet-of-things-security?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+IeeeSpectrumFullText+(IEEE+Spectrum+Full+Text)
https://energycommerce.house.gov/hearings-and-votes/hearings/understanding-role-connected-devices-recent-cyber-attacks
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/investigatorypowers.html
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Privacy/A-HRC-31-64.doc
http://www.cnbc.com/2016/11/04/turkey-blocks-access-to-twitter-facebook-whatsapp-internet-monitoring-group.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/2016/11/04/turkey-blocks-access-to-whatsapp-facebook-and-twitter/
http://curia.europa.eu/juris/fiche.jsf?id=T%3B738%3B16%3BRD%3B1%3BP%3B1%3BT2016%2F0738%2FP
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-net/freedom-net-2016
http://www.datasociety.net/pubs/oh/Online_Harassment_2016.pdf
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China has built a 712-km quantum communication line between Shanghai and Hefei, making it the longest 
quantum network in use.  Among the outcomes of WTSA-16 is a call for the ITU’s standardisation arm to 
expand its study related to smart 5G systems.  GSMA has called on governments and regulators to commit 
to supporting the needs of 5G spectrum allocation.  Businesses are still reluctant to adopt cloud computing 
due to security concerns.  The Internet Architecture Board (IAB) is encouraging standards-developing or-
ganisations to ensure support for IPv6.  

The Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) launched a hearing on differen-
tial pricing practices, after complaints over zero-rating practices introduced by an ISP.  In the UK, a similar 
debate is likely to resurface after a major telecom operator introduced a zero-rating data plan.  In Morocco, 
the Telecommunications Regulatory National Agency (ANRT) has lifted the ban on VoIP services.

China and Pakistan are proposing to work on the promotion and facilitation of cross-border trade in goods 
enabled by the Internet.  India will start imposing a 15% service tax on content from overseas providers.  
Google is expected to reach a tax settlement with the Indonesian government to pay back-taxes and fines.

 The Swiss Federal Department of Finance called for an easing of the regulatory framework for fintech 
providers.  Senegal announced the introduction of a virtual currency.  Sweden’s Riksbank is studying the 
possibility of issuing e-krona.

Russia has blocked LinkedIn over the social network’s failure to move Russian users’ data to servers located 
in Russia.  Following the US Presidential election, Internet companies Google, Facebook, and Twitter faced 
criticism regarding the spread of ‘false information’ on their platforms.  Indonesia has passed new legisla-
tion allowing people who are acquitted in court cases to apply for the ‘right to be forgotten’; the law requires 
web administrators to remove the actual content.

CCWG-Accountability made progress on several areas related to ICANN’s accountability,  including agree-
ment on Draft Supplementary Rules for the Independent Review Process,  and the development of a set 
of questions  to identify existing accountability mechanisms within ICANN’s supporting organisations and 
advisory committees.
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giplatform.org/briefings
http://www.chinadailyasia.com/nation/2016-11/20/content_15528825.html?bsh_bid=1570025944
http://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/wtsa16/Documents/WTSA16_Draft_Proceedings_E.pdf
http://www.gsma.com/newsroom/press-release/gsma-calls-governments-collaborate-global-spectrum-plan-deliver-ultra-fast-5g/
http://www.idgenterprise.com/resource/research/2016-idg-enterprise-cloud-computing-survey/
https://www.iab.org/2016/11/07/iab-statement-on-ipv6/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/crtc-to-review-differential-pricing-practices-on-internet-service/article32587060/
http://www.theverge.com/2016/11/7/13548910/virgin-media-zero-rating-uk-europe
https://www.anrt.ma/sites/default/files/rapportannuel/cp-voip-fr.pdf
http://digitalwatch.giplatform.org/sites/default/files/110.pdf
http://www.indiatimes.com/lifestyle/technology/downloading-movies-and-shows-from-foreign-sites-get-ready-for-a-new-15-tax-265426.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-indonesia-google-tax-idUSKBN13I0H6
https://www.efd.admin.ch/efd/en/home/dokumentation/nsb-news_list.msg-id-64356.html
http://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20161103006949/en/eCurrency-Mint-Limited-Banque-R%C3%A9gionale-De-March%C3%A9s
http://www.riksbank.se/en/Press-and-published/Speeches/2016/Skingsley-Should-the-Riksbank-issue-e-krona/
https://techcrunch.com/2016/11/17/linkedin-is-now-officially-blocked-in-russia/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-alphabet-advertising-idUSKBN1392MM
http://www.wsj.com/articles/indonesias-right-to-be-forgotten-raises-press-freedom-issues-1477908348
https://www.icann.org/news/blog/co-chairs-statement-from-ccwg-accountability-meeting-in-hyderabad
http://mm.icann.org/pipermail/iot/attachments/20161031/1c89b83f/DraftIRPUpdatedSupplementaryProceduresReportv231oct16-0001.docx
http://mm.icann.org/pipermail/accountability-cross-community/attachments/20161104/a3fee52d/SOACquestionsrevised2-Novv2-0001.docx

